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Abstract:  
 
The politics of the Middle East has been unpredictable for a long time and continued 
to be more so in the last few years. The bilateral and multilateral dynamics among 
political actors and states have changed quite quickly in the region. The current AKP 
government of Turkey started off with a ‘zero-problem with neighbors’ policy in 
principle, but soon enough, problems arose in Turkey-Syria, Turkey-Israel and 
Turkey-Iran relations. 
 
Turkey and Israel have had relatively friendly relations, but the bilateral relations 
between the two countries began to get sour with the Israeli blockade of Gaza since 
2007, and further strained by Israel’s raid on Mavi Marmara, a Turkish aid ship to 
Gaza. The Israeli raid resulted in the deaths of nine Turkish activists onboard in 
2010. Turkey later suspended military trade with Israel, expelled top Israeli diplomats, 
and expressed support of the Palestinian bid for statehood.  
 
Erdoğan, the Turkish PM, intended to establish good relations with Iran. Erdoğan’s 
government attempted to play the mediator role between Iran and the West, as 
Turkey tried to prevent an international embargo on Iran at the UN. Most recently, the 
establishment of NATO defense shield has caused a crisis between Turkey and Iran. 
High-rank officials of Iran expressed several concerns including Erdoğan’s promotion 
of secularism in Arab countries, Turkey’s Syria policy, as well as the criticism that 
Turkey was acting in line with the interests of America. Bilateral relations between 
Turkey and Syria were also damaged with the most current mass protests and the 
violent reaction of President al-Assad’s government’s security forces on civilian 
population. 
 
This article will address Turkey’s changing role in the Middle East in this extremely 
volatile environment. We argue that Turkey is not a role model for the countries of the 
Arab Spring, as she has a lot to go in terms of its own democratization. AKP shows 
signs of increasing authoritarianism and hopes for EU membership fade, the debates 
on a new Constitution to scrap the old, junta-forced one of 1982 and the problems 
with the Kurdish and minority-oriented issues as well as human rights continue on.  
 
In this context, could Turkey play a constructive role in the Middle East by mediating 
between hostile actors? Can Turkey help Arab countries democratize by not being a 
role model but by helping these countries’ post-spring reconstruction process from 
outside? For instance, Erdoğan’s recommendation for secular constitutions in 
countries like Egypt has a potential to ease secular-religious tensions in these 
countries. Can AKP help secularize conservative political actors like Muslim 
Brotherhood? This article will answer these and related questions. 


